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A Research on the Tunes and Lyrics

of Sediq and Truku Tribal Groups

Yu Jin Fu”

Abstract

This is a research on Taiwan’s Sediq and Truku Tribal Groups. In
the realm of academic research in the respective areas of Anthropology
or Musicology, they were both classified under the Atayal-Sediq
Subfamily. The first individual to refer to these two tribes as separate
and distinct groups was the Japanese scholar, Sayama Yukichi; and
in his book "Report on Investigations into the Customs of Aboriginal
Peoples," he adopted the lyrics and translations of recorded music
respectively in the regions of Nantou Sediq and Hualien Taroko.

What is the typical classification of the Sediq and Truku’s music?
Music scholars in their respective research point out that the nature
of songs in the two communities are of four syllables, based upon the
Tetrachord, but when we analyze the musical characteristics of the

two distinct communities under the musical theme, style, tunes, etc.,

" National Taitung University Adjunct Professor, Yu Shan Theological Seminary and
College, Dean of Students Music Department
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as well as different variations in geographic regions, in particular, the
use of the lyrics and melody, they form their own unique "musical
dialect.” Nantou Sediq have an intense way with their collusion of the
wheel singing and monophonic music. On the other hand, the Hualien
Taroko only portray a monophonic form of music; they do not sing in
parts, and furthermore their lyrics are often overlapping and repetitive.
Nantou Sediq music is more monophonic, but does not have the
Hualien Taoroko’s way of overlapping and repetitiveness.

As the Sediq and Truku portray their unique regional music,
while performing their respective tunes and lyrics, is the music leading
the lyrics or is the music an expression of the lyrics? Other than
using the music to accompany the lyrics, what else is there? Alan P.
Merriam (American anthropologist and ethnomusicologist), author

1

of “Anthropology of Music," mentioned in his article "Method and
Technique" the context of human behavior related to the problem of
understanding the music, that the lyrics contained as verbal behavior,
and the relationship between the tone of the sound and the lyrics
by describing the disclosed content. The author attempts in this
direction, to analyze issues related to the melody and lyrics of the two

communities.

Keywords : Sediq, Truku, monophonic, polyphonic, regional
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