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Imagining China, losting Jiang-Hu
— Narrative metaphors in the novel and film

"Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon"

Chien Chi-Ru

Abstract

“Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon” movie adapted from Wang Du Lu’s
Crane Iron series of novels, directed by Ang Lee. He wrote the play along
with his foreign friend screenwriter James Schamus, which interpreted
the cross-cultural experience. Contemporary international sinologist (eg:
Jennifer Jay, Emilie Yueh-yu Yeh, Darrell W. Davis, Whitney Crothers
Dilley) show their concern about the image of China and the cultural
significance of recourse in this film. This article will continue the discussion
of how to explain Chinese images of imagination in both fiction and film, to
reconcile the narrative performance of traditional martial arts and modern
gender, to refract discrete psychological and national identity, and to reflect
the current Orientalist vision and Chinese culture.

Although the original novel escapes gender barriers, creating “Jen
Dragon” heroine image, but she still retains filial relatives ethics. However,

“Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon” highlights the heroine character, Jen even
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wants to disengage from the dismantling of the martial arts world. To give
up ownership, Jen, whose identity is lost. The open ending, which is the
metaphor of Chinese’s discrete and lost in the world, and the collective call

and the identity anxiety.

Keywords: jiang-hu, globalization, oriental imagination
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