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Understanding the Vitality of the
Talwanese Hakka Language from the
Community Members’ Attitudes towards

Their Own Language

Huang-Lan Su
Associate Professor
Dept. of Chinese Literature

National Sun Yat-sen University

This study investigates the attitudes of the Hakka community in
Taiwan towards Hakka language, aiming to assess the linguistic vitality
of Hakka in Taiwan. UNESCO uses nine indicators to evaluate
language vitality. This article primarily focuses on indicator 8:
“Community members' attitudes towards their own language,” to
evaluate the attitudinal level of vitality of Hakka in Taiwan. In

conjunction with other indicators, the language attitude indicator is
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used to understand the vitality of the intergenerational language
transmission and usage vitality of Hakka, as well as the challenges in

revitalizing the language.

The research was conducted through surveys and interviews. The
results categorized the attitudinal vitality level of Hakka as Level 4:
“Most members support the maintenance of their language.” The
findings indicate that the majority of the language group members
support the transmission, promotion, and identity of Hakka,
affirming the emotional attitudinal factors of Hakka's vitality.
However, the instrumental value of Hakka has not yet received
positive affirmation. The insufficient instrumental value may hinder
instrumental motivation, adversely affecting the learning, use, and
transmission of Hakka. While there is a positive attitude towards
maintaining Hakka in Taiwan, the practice of the language is passive.
It is advised to avoid drawing conclusions about the overall vitality
of Hakka based solely on a single attitudinal indicator, and to verify
these conclusions using additional qualitative data. The article
suggests clarifying language ideologies and promoting Hakka
through multiple channels to invigorate the emotional connections
between the community and the language, thereby enhancing the
practical value of using Hakka.

Keywords: language attitude, language vitality, language revitalization,
Taiwanese Hakka Language, UNESCO
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An analysis of the changes in agri-
culture on the Taitung Plains from the
story of "Dog Plowing Fields' (Since
1945)

The story of "dog plowing fields" has spread among the
Pinuyumayan people. In Taiwan, it has mainly spread among the south
Fujianes people and Hakka people, and has mostly distributed in
agricultural lands. By analyzing the plot structure of the story of the
Pinuyumayan people in Taitung, it is obvious that it is transformed
from the similar Han stories. This study will examine how the early
agricultural development of the Taitung Plain reflected the changes in
the early agriculture of the Taitung Plain, as well as how long the story

had been around and its narrative content.
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The changes in agriculture on the Taitung Plains are related to the
immigrants. During the Qianlong period, agriculture in Pinuyumayan
tribe on the Taitung Plains was developed gradually through trade and
commercial activities between the east and west parts of Taiwan. The
introduced new agricultural technologies changed the original way of
farming. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, Zheng Shang came to the
Taitung Plains. In addition to millet, grains, wheat, sesame and other
miscellaneous grains were gradually introduced. During the Japanese
colonial period, furrows in fields were excavated, and rice gradually
became the most important food crop on the Taitung Plains. Tropical
cultivated crops were introduced to attract immigrants from the island,
and the sugarcane farming area was continuously expanded. With the
introduction of agriculture to the Taitung Plains, people in the east and
west of Taiwan also started the interaction of "Eastern and Western
cultures” through trading. Han people introduced the story similar to
“dog plowing fields” of the Pinuyumayan to the east of Taiwan. The
story projected the people's lives. The story also witnessed the changes

in agriculture on the Taitung Plains.

Keywords: Dog Plowing Fields, the changes in agriculture on
Taitung Plains, Zheng Shang
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The Contemporary Translocal Homeland
of the Austronesian-speaking
Amis of Taiwan

Abstract

This paper presents the contemporary Amis translocal homeland
through ethnographic data, primarily based on the observations,
actions, and imaginings of Kacaw, a young man who returned to the
Cidatayay community. It explores the lifestyle and challenges of
contemporary Amis local communities, focusing on how the
community, where four-fifths of its people have migrated away and few
young adults remain, navigates these conditions. Kacaw's ideas and
actions reflect new aspects of how local communities can adapt and
develop under current circumstances, as well as potential future
directions. This analysis is framed through various aspects, including

"securing government funding for local development,” "mobilizing

community members to return,” "the challenges of returning to the

homeland,” "the controversy surrounding the communal ilisin annual

harvest festival," "the original meaning of ilisin harvest festival," and
"ilisin as a practice of creating a new homeland.” In his efforts to lead a

life back in the homeland, Kacaw not only strives to unite the
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community to compete for government funding to develop the ancestral
home, but also actively uses Facebook as a platform to communicate
with community members living abroad. Through this, he shares the
scenery and news of the homeland, maintains connections with
community members scattered across different locations, and works to
rally them to continue contributing to the development of their original

homeland.

Keywords: Amis, Translocal homeland, Online community, ilisin
harvest festival
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