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Yu Yu-jen’s Calligraphy Art —
Explore his achievements of

calligraphy with running script

Abstract

Yu Yu-jen (1899-1964) has been praised worldwide for his
extraordinary achievements of Chinese calligraphy. His calligraphy
works have been highly valued as marvels of modern times. Yu was
actually a significant calligrapher and political figure in China.
Reformist as he was, he devoted his efforts and time to promoting and
donating the collections of standardized cursive script in the hope of
demonstrating and preserving the beauty of the calligraphy art.

When it comes to Yu’s efforts in calligraphy,critics pay more
attention to his promotion of standardized cursive script as well as Yu’s
unique expression of cursive script in his late years. However, seen
from the perspective of art value, his running script of his middle years

presents more complexity and richness. Influenced by what he had
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learned in his youth, Yu’s running script thereby encompassed two
major styles for which he is renowned — modelbook and stele.

The impact of regular forms in Wei dynasty steles is evident
everywhere in Yu’s running script. It is notable that the lines and
strokes Yu brushed are imbued with vitality, ripeness, and smoothness.
Each stroke is precise, powerful, and penetrating. Each line and dot
form rich variation and express the dynamic spirits of his running script.
Moreover, in Yu’s mid-fifties, Yu showed great enthusiasm for both his
political career and calligraphy works. His running script thus
highlights a force, or more precisely, a mellow strength, which
naturally carries the integrated flow of modelbook and Wei dynasty
steles.

It is true that Yu’s remarkable running script has been universally
recognized. Nonetheless, few people are aware of the importance of the
Wei dynasty steles, which in fact cultivates a basis, and further, a
deeper understanding of Yu’s cursive script. That is, the Wei dynasty
stele helps Yu advance the essence of an overall, dynamic force which
is consistent throughout his cursive script works. In addition, since Yu
has a personality in open-mindedness, all these traits and factors pave
the way for Yu’s “stele- style running script.” The aim of the paper is

to explore the beauty and importance of Yu’s running script.

Key words : Chinese teaching material, tourism, e-book, Taitung
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