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A Study on the Mental Verb of Sutra
Lectures and the Related Enlightment

Using the Dunhuang manuscripts of the
" Lotus Sutra' as an Example

The main research scope covered the four manuscripts from the
Dunhuang edition of the “Lotus Sutra Lectures”. The French collection
numbers of the text are P.2305 and P.2133 and the Russian ones
are®365 fron t side and ®365 backside. First, this study performed the
categorization process from the perspective of psychology. The
research basis was the psychological verbs of Chinese linguistics. The

psychological verbs from the scriptures that belonged to the categories
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including emotions, knowledge, and will were analyzed to explore the
language used in the Dunhuang area back then. It was found that some
words and phrases are no longer in use nowadays, while some had been
expanded in terms of meanings. This finding shows the how changeable
the language was at that time. Secondly, from the perspect of
Vijiianavada, this study discussed the importance of “environmental
education” based on the five objects: Sight object, Sound object, Smell
object, Daste object, Touch object. The Sutra Lectures describes, “the
eyes look at the daturas, the ears listen to the Buddhist chanting of
prayers, the nose smells the scent of the sandlewood, the tongue tastes
the dharma, and the body venerates the Buddha.” Everything can be
enlightment through education. Lastly, this study suggested that the
content of the “Lotus Sutra” lectures went beyond old ideas and was
different from the principle of saving the suffered according to their
calls in the original scriptures of “the Universal Door of Guanyin” as it
stressed the practices for “consciousness” and “Western Pure Land of

Ultimate Bliss”.

Keywords: Dunhuang of Sutra Lectures, Lotus Sutra, Mental Verb,

VijAidnavada, Enlightment
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