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Remembering Green Island: Human
Rights, Heritage and Sustainability from
the Perspective of Social Enterprise

Tsao Chin-jung (also known as Ronald Tsao) *

Abstract

Located on the northeast coast of Green Island southeast of
Taiwan, the Green Island Human Rights Memorial Park was formally
established in 2001. The park, which is on the site of Taiwan's former
prisons for political prisoners during the four decades of ““White
Terror,”” was transferred to the management of the National Human
Rights Museum Preparatory Office on International Human Rights Day
on December 10, 2011. Given the term ““human rights™" in its name, the

question of whether the park's function is primarily to elucidate

“ President of Taiwan Art-In Design & Construction Co., Ltd. D.
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national history for the State or relate the history of the oppression of
human rights by the State will be the museum’s prime challenge.

With the assistance of the results of research in diverse fields such
as heritage, museum studies, human rights, culture and social
enterprise, this essay reviews the dilemmas, challenges, contradictions
and meaning of the Green Island Human Rights Park during its 15 years
of operation, the core themes in the historical struggle by the people of
our country for human rights and the doubts which have surfaced
regarding the future of the human rights park management institutions.
This essay analyses the relationship between human rights and
historical heritage and maintains that placing local communities as the
subject of and using the spirit and practice of social enterprise to
interpret human rights history would be beneficial for all aspects of
development in eastern Taiwan.

From the angle of cross-disciplinary research, public sphere and
the exploration of the role of human rights in Taiwan society, public
space, this essay maintains that Green Island represents an unique
heritage for “exploring freedom and human rights™™ in the process of
our country's democratization. Introducing the cultural governance
concept of “social enterprise”” through a critical strategy for
sustainable heritage concept and long term development of tourism can

bring widespread challenges for local resident communities, cultural
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pluralism and democratic development. At the same time, this kind of

heritage has the opportunity of becoming a model for Asia.

Keyword : Green island Human Rights Park, human rights, heritage,
sustainability, social enterprise
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