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Goethe always rated Eros high, never tried to belittle its
power, followed its primitive and even wanton expressions with no
less attentiveness than its highly sublimated ones and has, as it
seems to me, expounded its essential unity throughout all its
manifestations no less decisively than Plato did in the remote past.
Indeed, it is perhaps more than a chance coincidence when in Die
Wahlverwandtschaften [The Elective Affinities] he applies to love
an idea taken from the sphere of chemistry— a connection to which

the name of psycho-analysis itself bears witness.

Freud:Writings on Art and Literature,260
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This kind of love is rather fun at first.

Surprise and hope are powerfully supported by the need for love
and the melancholy which characterize the sixteen-year-old. It is a
commonplace that sixteen is an age which thirsts for love and is not

excessively particular about what beverage chance may provide.
The seven stages of love, then, are as follows:

1. Admiration.

N

. How delightful... etc.
3. Hope.

4. The birth of love.

82

. First crystallization.

[op}

. Doubt creeps in...

~

. Second crystallization.

Stendhal:Love,50
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