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Abstract

Based on ethnographic fieldwork among weavers of rush-woven
objects in rural Taiwan, this article attempts to explore the meaning of

the knowledge and skill of rush-weaving as intangible heritage from the
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weaver’s perspective. This article asks how we can understand
contemporary craft production, and it proposes a way of understanding
craft production and its meaning. Drawing on the notion of the qualities
of materials, craft production is indeed a process of the interaction
between a weaver, the material of weaving, and their environment.
What lies underneath each action of the procedure of weaving is the
way in which a weaver perceives the subtle changes of the qualities of
the rush and her environment, and incorporates it into weaving. Based
on learning and her experience of weaving, a weaver accumulates
knowledge and skill of weaving. It is actually the kind of skill-based
knowledge. Learning and knowing cannot be separated. The
construction of knowledge is based on the learning and practice of skill.
Meanwhile, a weaver cannot obtain the skill of weaving by practice
alone, but needs to employ her knowledge of weaving and perception of
changes of the rush and her environment in the process of learning.
Hence, craft production indeed contains the process of knowledge
construction in practice. It is a process and craft practice that combines
the body, the mind and the environment. Overall, it is argued that the
meaning and value of craft as intangible heritage are manifest by way
of investigating the construction of knowledge and skill in the process

of craft production.
Key words : craft production, the qualities of materials, intangible

heritage, skill-based knowledge, rush-weaving
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