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Indigenous Peoples’ Traditional
Knowledge and Ecofeminism

When we speak of the knowledge system of the state law, we
typically start from a conception of the holistic epistemology and then
move onto mainstream knowledge system. However, such ‘knowledge
systems’ are often dominated by the western and male subjective
experience, the result of which is the habitual ignorance of certain
perspectives, female and indigenous included. From the point of the
importance of traditional habitus, if the gender perspective is
overlooked, it is the equivalent of neglecting the perspectives and
values of traditional custom and indigenous peoples of the legal system.
Indigenous women have always been regarded as keeper of the home,
concerned with body, mind, spiritual and emotional health, leaders of
faith and rituals, and also the souls of eco-systems. From the point of

view of ecofeminism, different social economy and cultural traditions
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have different social patterns for biologically different groups,
consequently, so are the knowledge systems they develop. Traditional
knowledge is connected to the collective memory of tribal
communities, it cannot depart from its own cultural matrix, therefore,
the reconstruction of the cultural memories plays a vital role in the
regeneration of knowledge so that the livelihood of culture and the
practice of traditional knowledge can be carried out in contemporary
settings. This article addresses indigenous habitus via the lens of
ecofeminism, attempts to address how through the effect of colonialism
female wisdom and traditional habitus values have vanished and reflect

on the tribal experiences in Taiwan.

Keyword : Ecofeminism, Traditional Knowledge, Customary Law,

Indigenous Peoples, Collective Rights
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